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That is love confirmed,1 the King cried enthusiastically on
hearing of it. 'She would not leave me even if pistols were pointed
at her heart, and this whilst she is here being treated shamefully
as if she were a pariah/1

This attempt only strengthened the King in his resolve to
enforce his will. He refused to consider the matter reasonably, and
the 'perseverance' of his motto turned to stubbornness. He became
steadily more pledged to his untenable position.

The sittings of the two painters, Stieler and Kaulbach, continued.
The former painted the dancer in her decorous black silk dress,
with great charm and an almost innocent expression. Kaulbach,
to whom the King had given carte blanche, produced a totally
different version. He wished in his picture to bring out something
of the untamed turbulence of this woman, and of the persecution
to which she was exposed. A serpent girdled her waist, and on the
clasp of the belt was a skull. Her hair was loose, she had a riding
whip in her hand, and she was portrayed mounting the scaffold.
This conception was too realistic for the King. He realized the
significance and compelled the painter to remove the accessories.
It was evident that Kaulbach was also hostile to the dancer and
his painting remained in the studio and was never accepted.2

In spite of past failures, attempts to make the King change his
mind continued. On 2Qth January, 1847, Archbishop M. von
Diepenbrock sent the King a most frank letter. This high dignitary
of the Church presented the matter as though the spirit of Sailer,
whom Ludwig had once so greatly reverenced, were speaking to
the King: 'Be courageous and write what I tell you/ the Arch-
bishop as in a dream was supposed to have heard the late Bishop
say. 'King Ludwig, there grows a poison tree beside you, which
with its deadly fumes is stupefying you and blinding your eyes,
intoxicating your senses and inflaming your heart, so that you do
not see the abyss which yawns at your feet, threatening your
honour, your reputation, the happiness of your family, of your
country, your life and your soul's salvation/3 The Archbishop
spoke of devilish arts, of sinful lips, of the magic of hell, of royal
stumbling-blocks; he reminded the King of his age and the no
longer so distant end of all earthly pleasure and magnificence. He
warned the King not to let his name be coupled with those of

1  Ludwig I to Tann, Munich, 6th January, 1847. Archives of the Tann family.

2  See Josepha Diirck, Erinnerungen. Suddeutsche Monatshefie, November, 1904.
8 Copied from the Stieler Archives, Augsburg.